November 17th , 2024

ST In Thee, O Lord, have I put my
F A N C I S X AV I E R hope. Let me never be confounded.

CATHOTL PRGAESR - St. Francis Xavier, S.J.

SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY RESUMED-
THIRTY THIRD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

The praise which the apostle here gives to the Thessalonians for their fervor in the
faith they had embraced, conveys a reproach to the Christians of our own times. These
neophytes of Thessalonica, who, a short time before, were worshippers of idols, had
become so earnest in the practice of the Christian religion, that even the apostle 1s filled
with admiration. We are the descendants of countless Christian ancestors. We received our
regeneration by Baptism at our first coming into the world. We were taught the doctrine of
Jesus Christ from our earliest childhood. And yet, our faith is not so strong, or our lives so
holy, as were those of the early Christians. Their main occupation was serving the living
and true God, and waiting for the coming of their Savior. Our hope is precisely the same as
that which made their hearts so fervent; how comes it that our faith is not like theirs in its
generosity? We love this present life, as though we had not the firm conviction that it is to

pass away.

As far as depends upon us, we are handing down
to future generations a Christianity very different from
that which our Savior established, which the apostles
preached, and which the pagans of the first ages
thought they were bound to purchase at any price or

sacrifice.

Commentary from The Liturgical Year by Dom Prosper
Guéranger, O.8.B. (1805-1875)




Hope in Tribulation: Reflection for the 33rd Sunday in
Ordinary Time.

In this, the second-to-last week of the Church year, Jesus has finally made it to Jerusalem.

Near to His passion and death, He gives us a teaching of hope—telling us how it will be
when He returns again in glory.

Today’s Gospel is taken from the end of a long discourse in which He describes
tribulations the likes of which haven’t been seen “since the beginning of God’s
creation” (see Mark 13:9). He describes what amounts to a dissolution of God’s creation, a
“devolution” of the world to its original state of formlessness and void.

First, human community—nations and kingdoms—will break down (see Mark 13:7-8).
Then the earth will stop yielding food and begin to shake apart (13:8). Next, the family will be
torn apart from within and the last faithful individuals will be persecuted (13:9—13). Finally, the
Temple will be desecrated, the earth emptied of God’s presence (13:14).

In today’s reading, God is described putting out the lights that He established in the sky in
the very beginning—the sun, the moon and the stars (see also Isaiah 13:10; 34:4). Into this
“uncreated” darkness, the Son of Man, in whom all things were made, will come.

Jesus has already told us that the Son of Man must be humiliat-
ed and killed (see Mark 8:31). Here He describes His ultimate victory,
using royal-divine images drawn from the Old Testament—clouds,
glory, and angels (see Daniel 7:13). He shows Himself to be the
tultillment of all God’s promises to save “the elect,” the faithful
remnant (see Isaiah 43:6; Jeremiah 32:37).

As today’s First Reading tells us, this salvation will include the
bodily resurrection of those who sleep in the dust.

We are to watch for this day, when His enemies are finally made
His footstool, as today’s Epistle envisions. We can wait in confidence
knowing, as we pray in today’s Psalm, that we will one day delight at
His right hand forever.

Dr. Scott Habn

The parish staff knows of the following who are ill, in retired living accommodations, etc. If you are aware of
others, please let Father or the parish office know: Carl Burrell, Bella Mally, Jane Soars, Eleanor Finley,
Susan Fisher, Gerri Allen, Kathy McCarthy, Ken Keyes,, Mildred Crawford, and the residents of Franklin Hills
Care Center and Cherrywood Place.

Prayers for the infirm and homebound are a work of mercy.




WEEKEND SCHEDULE

Saturday

3pm — Confessions (St. Francis Xavier)

4pm — Vigil Mass (St. Francis Xavier)

Sunday

7:30am — Holy Mass,
(St. Francis Xavier)

9:00am — Holy Mass (St. Patrick)

11:00am — Holy Mass,
(St. Francis Xavier)

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Daily Mass is celebrated in the Convent at

St. Patrick’s, Monday through Friday at 7:00 a.m.

Please contact the parish office by email to
arrange a baptism, marriage, or funeral,

or to request a certificate.

To request the offering of the Holy Mass for
your intention, please email the office or leave

your intention in the Sunday collection basket.

St. Francis Xavier can be found online at
sfxspokane.org or at

facebook.com/sfxspokane

Our Mailing Address is:
P.O. Box 7179, Spokane, WA, 99207

SFX DIRECTORY

Office Telephone: (509) 487-6363
Sacramental Emergencies: (509) 866-6098

Father Semple: pastor@sfxspokane.org

Office Email: office@sfxspokane.org
Office Hours.

TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY, THURSDAY

9AM-12PM

THIS WEEK AT ST. FRANCIS XAVIER

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 18TH

5:30pm Mass Georgia Schremp

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 19TH

8:00am Mass Nzcholas Genna

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 20TH
4:30pm Confessions

5:30 pm, Mass John Steven Beandry

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 21ST

8:00am , Mass Melissa Hart

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 23RD
3:00pm, Confessions

4:00pm, Mass Pro Populo

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 24TH

7:30 am, Mass Pro Populo

11:00 am, Mass Pro Populo




Seven Sisters Apostolate

The parish is looking for volunteers who would be
interested in participating in the “Seven Sisters
Apostolate.” This Apostolate seeks to strengthen
the Church by ensuring that a Holy Hour is prayed
every day for the intention of the parish priest.

The Apostolate is for women, and involves a

commitment of praying in the church one day a

week. If you are interested, please contact Patty

Parra at (509) 362-8646

Pipe Organ fundraiser Adopt a Rank

Available now at our church website
sfxspokane.org, or in person by
appointment!!!

We have more than 30 Ranks in our Organ
left to adopt each giving its own color and
voice to the ensemble.

Under our Organ Fundraiser page you will
find descriptions and recordings of all the
Ranks in the Organ awaiting adoption.

Give Online!!

Just Scan the QR Code
Above

Find a Time -
Catechesis St X /St Pats

We are looking to have a meeting to get
things organized for a catechetical program
at St X/St Pats and possibly Mary Queen.
Those who are interested in helping with
catechesis either on the front end to get the
curticulum set up and/or those willing to
teach please mark all times that would work
for you to meet.

I would like to keep the meeting to no more
than an hour. We plan to meet at Chesterton.
If you know of anyone else who would like
to assist, please put them in touch with me.
Text/Call/Email with any questions or
comments (509-332-0850)

women.of.st.x@gmail.com




Women of St Francis Xavier

In an effort to cultivate more community at St Francis Xavier, the women of the parish

have formed the group: the “Women of St X”.

All women - retired, widowed, single and married - are invited to join.

Activities and volunteer possibilities include:

o Contributing to food prep for after mass socials during the warm months
° Organizing parish picnics + potlucks
° Organizing + providing food for catechesis nights for children and adults
° Formation of Bible studies + small groups
° Corporal works of mercy for the sick and elderly

° Other misc. needs of the parish

If you are interested in taking an active role in creating a vibrant parish community, please

email women.of.st.x@gmail.com.

St. Bernward, Bishop

A Saxon by birth and an orphan at an early age, St. Bernward was brought up under the care of
his uncle, Bishop Volkmar of Utrecht. Sent first to the Cathedral school of Heidelburg, he completed
his studies at Mainz and was ordained a priest. After the death of his grandfather in 987, St. Bernward
became an imperial chaplain and tutor of the child-emperor Otto III.

In 1003, the Saint was elected Bishop of Hildesheim and remained in that position for twenty
years. He built the church and monastery dedicated to St. Michael and administered his diocese with the
utmost wisdom and understanding. He also dabbled in ecclesiastical art and he is especially remembered
in connection with metalwork of every kind. He himself spent much time plying the arts of painting
and metalworking, and several very beautiful pieces of work at Hildesheim
are attributed directly to him.

In an ecclesiastical dispute with St. Willigis, Archbishop of mainz,
Berward conducted himself in a manner beyond reproach and lived to see
his opponent publicly submit to the Holy See’s decision in favor of the
Bishop of Hildesheim. He died on November 20, 1022, and was canonized
in 1193 by Pope Celestine III.

PRAYER: God, Light and Shepherd of souls, You established St.
Bernward as Bishop in Your Church to feed Your flock by his word and
torm it by his example. Help us through his intercession to keep the Faith he
taught by his word and follow the way he showed by his example. Amen.




