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6TH SUNDAY OF EASTER ~ 5TH SUNDAY AFTER EASTER

As we approach the Feast of the Ascension, Thursday May 18th we ought to reflect on this culmination

of the Easter season. The selection below is taken from the Catechism of the Council of Trent, and

discourses on the reasons for and results of Christ’s ascension into heaven.

First of all, He ascended because the glorious kingdom of the highest heavens, not the obscure abode of
this earth, presented a suitable dwelling place for Him whose body, rising from the tomb, was clothed with the
glory of immortality.

He ascended, however, not only to possess the throne of glory and the kingdom which He had merited
by His blood, but also to attend to whatever regards our salvation.

Again, He ascended to prove thereby that His kingdom is not of this world. For the kingdoms of this
wortld are earthly and transient, and are based upon wealth and the power of the flesh; but the kingdom of Christ
is not, as the Jews expected, earthly, but spiritual and eternal. Its resources and riches, too, are spiritual, as He
showed by placing His throne in the heavens, where they are counted richer and wealthier who seek most
earnestly the things that are of God, according to these words of St. James: Hath not God chosen the poor in
this world, rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom which God hath promised to them that love him?

He also ascended into heaven in order to teach us to follow Him

thither in mind and heart. For as by His death and Resurrection He
bequeathed to us an example of dying and rising again in spirit, so by His
Ascension He teaches and instructs us that though dwelling on earth, we
should raise ourselves in desire to heaven.

He also ascended into heaven that he may appear in the presence
| of God for us, and discharge for us the office of advocate with the
o Father. My little children, says St. John, these things I write to you, that
you may not sin. But if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father,
Jesus Christ the just: and he is the propitiation for our sins.

Finally, by His Ascension He has prepared for us a place, as He
had promised, and has entered, as our head, in the name of us all, into the

§ possession of the glory of heaven." Ascending into heaven, He threw

foretold to His disciples at His Last Supper, secured to us a way by which
gl We may atrive at eternal happiness. In order to give an open proof of this
by its fulfilment, He introduced into eternal bliss the souls of the just
whom He had liberated from hell.




A COMMENTARY FOR THE SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

ALIVE IN THE SPIRIT

Jesus will not leave us alone. He won’t make us children of God in Baptism only to leave us
“orphans,” He assures us in today’s Gospel (see Romans 8:14-17).

He asks the Father to give us His Spirit, to dwell with us and keep us united in the life He shares
with the Father.

We see the promised gift of His Spirit being conferred in today’s First Reading.

The scene from Acts apparently depicts a primitive Confirmation rite. Philip, one of the first
deacons (see Acts 6:5), proclaims the Gospel in the non-Jewish city of Samaria. The Samaritans accept
the Word of God (see Acts 17:11; 1 Thessalonians 2:13) and are baptized.

It remains for the Apostles to send their representatives, Peter and John, to pray and lay hands on
the newly baptized—that they might receive the Holy Spirit. This is the origin of our Sacrament of
Confirmation (see Acts 19:5-6), by which the grace of Baptism is completed and believers are sealed
with the Spirit promised by the Lord.

We remain in this grace so long as we love Christ and keep His commandments. And,
strengthened in the Spirit whom Jesus said would be our Advocate, we are called to bear witness to our
salvation—to the tremendous deeds that God has done for us in the name of His Son.

In today’s Psalm, we celebrate our liberation.
As He changed the sea into dry land to free the
captive Israelites, Christ suffered that He might
lead us to God, as we hear in today’s Epistle.

This is the reason for our hope—the hope
that sustains us in the face of a world that cannot
accept His truth, the hope that sustains us when
we are maligned and defamed for His name’s sake.

Put to death in the flesh, He was brought to
life in the Spirit, Paul tells us today. And as He
himself promises: “Because I live, . . . you will
live.”

- Dr. Scott Hahn

The parish staff knows of the following who are ill, in retired living accommodations, etc. If you are aware of
others, please let Father or the parish office know: Carl Burrell, Bella Mally, Jane Soars, Eleanor Finley,
Susan Fisher, Gerri Allen, Kathy McCarthy, Ken Keyes, Daniel Lander, Mildred Crawford, and the residents of
Franklin Hills Care Center and Cherrywood Place.

Prayers for the infirm and homebound are a work of mercy.




WEEKEND SCHEDULE

Saturday

3pm — Confessions (St. Francis Xavier)

4pm — Vigil Mass (St. Francis Xavier)

Sunday

7:30am — Holy Mass,
(St. Francis Xavier)

9:00am — Holy Mass (St. Patrick)

11:00am — Holy Mass,
(St. Francis Xavier)

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Daily Mass is celebrated in the Convent at

St. Patrick’s, Monday through Friday at 7:00 a.m.

School Mass at St. Patrick’s is celebrated at noon

Monday through Friday.

Please contact the parish office by email to
arrange a baptism, marriage, or funeral,

or to request a certificate.

To request the offering of the Holy Mass for
your intention, please email the office or leave

your intention in the Sunday collection basket.

St. Francis Xavier can be found online at
sfxspokane.org or at

facebook.com/sfxspokane

Our Mailing Address is:
P.O. Box 7179, Spokane, WA, 99207

SFX DIRECTORY

Office Telephone: (509) 487-6363
Sacramental Emergencies: (509) 866-6098

Father Semple: pastor@sfxspokane.org
Office Email: office@sfxspokane.org

Our office is open Tuesday-Thursday
from 8:00a.m. to 12:00p.m.

THIS WEEK AT ST. FRANCIS XAVIER

MONDAY, MAY 15TH
5:30pm, Mass Poor Souls

TUESDAY, MAY 16TH

8:00am Mass

WEDNESDAY, MAY 17TH

4:30pm, Confessions

5:30pm, Mass

THURSDAY, MAY 18TH
8:00 am, Mass Priests

Feast of The Ascension

6:00pm Mass

SATURDAY, MAY 20TH

3:00pm, Confessions

4:00pm, Mass Re/igions

SUNDAY, MAY 21sT

7:30 am, Mass Pro Populo

11:00 am, Mass Poor Souls in Purgatory




PARISH EVENTS & NOTIFICATIONS

ALTAR SERVERS NEEDED

The parish is in need of young men willing
to train as acolytes. Some Latin comprehension,
moral discipline, and a well kept appearance are
required. Please email the office.

SEVEN SISTERS APOSTOLATE

The parish is looking for volunteers who
would be interested in participating in the “Seven
Sisters Apostolate.” This Apostolate seeks to
strengthen the Church by ensuring that a Holy
Hour is prayed every day for the intention of the
parish priest.

The Apostolate is for women, and involves
a commitment of praying in the church one day a
week. If you are interested, please contact Patty

Parra at (509)993-28064.

MISSIONARIES OF CHARITY

If you desire consecration to the Sacred
Heart of Jesus and the Immaculate Heart of
Mary, please contact the sisters at 487-3963.

Every Friday evening at St. Patrick’s from
6:00 to 7:00 p.m., the sisters pray for our families
and friends who are not in full communion with
the Catholic church and no longer practicing their
Catholic faith. Please join us.

NATURAL FAMILY PLANNING

NFEP uses the physical signs placed by God
within each woman’s body to identify when preg-
nancy can occur. Monthly classes for three
months. Tuition $95.00 for the series. Classes are
currently conducted virtually. Contact the Wom-
en’s Health Center: 509-474-2400

REMEMBER OUR NEIGHBORS IN NEED

We continue to distribute food through the
Missionaries of Charity and Caritas services.
Please leave your donations of nonperishable
items by the doors of the church.

Diocesan news :
to your inbox + !

SCAN TO SIGN UP
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GRADUAL FOR VIGIL MASS

Alleluia. Alleluia.

V. Surrexit Christus, et illuxit nobis, V. Christ has risen and illuminated us,

quos redemit sanguine suo whom he has ransomed with his blood.
u u uo.

St Isidore, May 15th

St. Isidore was born at Madrid, Spain. For the greater part of his life he was
employed as a laborer on a farm outside the city. Many marvelous happenings
accompanied his lifelong work in the fields and continued long after his holy
death. He was favored with celestial visions and, it is said, the angels sometimes
helped him in his work in the fields.

He was known for his love of the poor, and there are accounts of Isidore’s
supplying them miraculously with food. He had a great concern for the proper

treatment of animals.

He died May 15, 1130, and was declared a saint in 1622, with Saints
Ignatius of Loyola, Francis Xavier, Teresa of Avila, and Philip Neri. Together,

the group is known in Spain as “the five saints.”

Isidore’s wife, Maria Torribia, also called Maria de la Cabeza, who shared

Isidore’s humble and laborious life, as well as his great
care for the poor, is a Blessed whose feast is assigned to
September 9th.

PRAYER: Lord, all creation is Yours, and You call us to serve
You by caring for the gifts that surround us. May the example of
St. Isidore urge us to share our food with the hungry and to work
for the salvation of manfkind. Amen




